
Urban Forestry
Planting & Maintaining Trees: 

Growing Communities 
Sustaining Lifestyles
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What is the Urban Forest in the 
Desert Southwest?

The collection of trees growing with our city.

All vegetation, public and private.

The human - forest interface.

A component of green infrastructure. 

A keystone for urban living.
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COT UFMP

25% tree and shade canopy by 2040
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Tempe Tree Programs

Urban Forest Master Plan
Climate Action Plan
Maryanne Corder Neighborhood Grants
Carbon Offset plantings
Tree City USA (24th year)

Tree Cities of The World
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Tempe Tree Numbers
29,000 trees:

Park/facilities ~19,000
ROW/Trails ~10,000
Over 100 species and varieties.

13.6 % canopy cover citywide
$57.6M value.
$1.2M in annual benefits
Top ten species:
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Urban Forest Canopy

Plant new and protect mature.
Establish maintenance program/budget.
Right Tree for the Right Place.
Planning and Development partnership.

Diversity
Sustainability
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Tree Inventory/Assessment
A record of the location, 
characteristics, and assessment of 
individual trees over a well-defined 
area.
Most inventories use GPS/GIS  
technology.
Data dependent on budget.
Information collected:

Species, Diameter, Condition, 
Maintenance, Notes.
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Urban Forest Management Plan

Formulates, establishes guidelines and 
documents the strategies and 
procedures for managing the trees 
within a jurisdictional area.
Defines goals and objectives.
Identifies stakeholders.
Many parts and components.
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UFMP should include:
Planting plan
Preservation plan
Maintenance plan
Removal and replacement plan
Risk management plan
Operations plan
Storm response/emergency plan
PR/education plan 
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Risk Management

Liability versus Asset.
Identify, assess, mitigate.
Frequency of assessment.
Record keeping protocol.
Reporting structure.
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Information and Education
Public Relations
Communication
Partnerships
Educational programming

Informed residents and policy makers
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Citizen Forester Program
Benefits and values of tree for the 
community.
Species selection and installation.
Basic plant biology and ecology.
Young tree care.
Proper pruning techniques.
Event organization and safety.
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Richard Adkins
Urban Forester City of Tempe
Richard_Adkins@tempe.gov

480.350.5227
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