
Restoring the Carbon Balance - Session 4:
How Sustainable is Our Global Climate Ethos?

June 8th, 2017 December 15th, 2016

Edward Saltzberg, Ph.D.
Managing Director

Security & Sustainability Forum

Elisabeth Graffy
Elisabeth Graffy

Professor 
Arizona State University

1

http://asulightworks.com/


Restoring the Carbon Balance

First Three Webinars 

The Imperative, The Technologies, Policy and Financing 

Watch the Recordings at

www.lightSpeedSolutions.org

Join: Restoring the Carbon Balance LinkedIn Group

Fourth Webinar

How Sustainable is Our Global Climate Ethos 

Additional Resources 

Collaboration Site

http://www.lightspeedsolutions.org/


Upcoming Webinars

SSF Webinar Schedule

Register at: www.ssfonline.org

More SSF Webinars Coming Up:

Solar Water Heating  - Is it for You – June 28th

Leadership in Community Resilience – July 13th

Join SSF to receive updates and registration info on upcoming programs!

http://www.ssfonline.org


Agenda

Introduction: Elisabeth Graffy

Presentations:

 Janos Pasztor, Carnegie Council 

 Alice C. Hill, Hoover Institution 

 Katharine Hayhoe, Texas Tech University 
Panel Discussion
Audience Q&A: Use the box in the go to Webinar window
Panel Summary

(Please Take the Brief Exit Survey)



Moderator 

Elisabeth Graffy is Professor of Practice in the School for the 

Future of Innovation in Society and in the Consortium for 

Science, Policy and Outcomes) at Arizona State University. She 

co-directs the Energy and Society program within ASU-

LightWorks and co-leads the Environmental Humanities 

Initiative in the Global Institute of Sustainability (GIOS). She 

founded and directs the Spirituality and Sustainability 

Initiative and the Household Independent Power Project, and 

co founded the Center for Energy and Society



Panelists 

Katharine Hayhoe is a professor in the Department of Political Science and 

Director of the Climate Science Center at Texas Tech University, part of the 

Department of Interior's South-Central Climate Science Center and founder 

and CEO of ATMOS Research.  

Alice C. Hill is a Research Fellow at the Hoover Institution where her work 

focuses on building resilience to destabilizing catastrophic events, including 

the impacts of climate change. Prior to joining Hoover, she served as Special 

Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Resilience Policy for the 

National Security Council. 

Janos Pasztor is Carnegie Council senior fellow and executive 

director of the Carnegie Climate Geoengineering Governance 

Initiative (C2G2. Before taking up his current assignment he was UN 

assistant secretary-general (SG) for climate change in New York 

under Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.



HOW SUSTAINABLE IS OUR 
GLOBAL CLIMATE ETHOS?

June 8, 2017
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PARIS AGREEMENT SIGNATORIES
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US CLIMATE ALLIANCE 
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CLIMATE MAYORS
AND OTHERS
“STILL IN” 

12



Janos Pasztor
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How Sustainable is Our Global Climate Ethos
Arizona State University 

Security and Sustainability Forum

June 8, 2017

Alice Hill

Research Fellow at the Hoover Institution

Stanford University

ahill2@stanford.edu

@Alice_C_Hill
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By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.
Benjamin Franklin
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead
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KATHARINE HAYHOE

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
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Cumulative Carbon Emissions and 
Global Temperature Targets

NAS (2011)32



HOTTER SUMMERS

NAS (2011)

+1oC +2oC
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DRIER SUMMERS

Swain & Hayhoe (2015)34



DECLINING CROP YIELDS

NAS (2011)35



We care about 
a changing climate

BECAUSE IT EXACERBATES
MANY OF THE RISKS WE 

ALREADY FACE TODAY
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THIS IS WHERE 
SCIENCE STOPS.
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1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change

Achieve stabilization of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level 

that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with 
the climate system. 
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23 YEARS LATER …
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low high

Cumulative carbon 
emissions: 1900-2005

page 1 of 144



low high

Climate Vulnerability

page 1 of 1Based on Samson et al. (2012)45



We care about 
a changing climate

BECAUSE IT 
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS 
THE POOR AND VULNERABLE –

AND THAT’S NOT FAIR
46
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✔

✔

✔

WHAT CAN 
STATES AND 
CITIES DO? 53
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2015

2016
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2015

2016

2017
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ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS 
MYTHS WE’VE BOUGHT INTO IS …
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Yale Climate Opinion Maps (2016)
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ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS MYTHS 
WE’VE BOUGHT INTO IS …

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A DISTANT ISSUE, 
ONLY AFFECTING FUTURE GENERATIONS 

AND PLACES THAT ARE FAR AWAY.

… and if it ever gets really bad, 
someone else will fix it for us. 
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IS THERE A WAY 
FORWARD?

YES



Discussion 

Katharine Hayhoe

www.katharinehayhoe.com

Elisabeth Graffy

egraffy@asu.edu

Alice C. Hill

ahill2@stanford.edu

Janos Pasztor

jpasztor@c2g2.net

http://www.katharinehayhoe.com/
mailto:egraffy@asu.edu
mailto:ahill2@stanford.edu
mailto:jpasztor@c2g2.net


Restoring the Carbon Balance

First Three Webinars 

The Imperative, The Technologies, Policy and Financing 

Watch the Recordings at

www.lightSpeedSolutions.org

Join: Restoring the Carbon Balance LinkedIn Group

Fourth Webinar

How Sustainable is Our Global Climate Ethos 

Additional Resources 

Collaboration Site

http://www.lightspeedsolutions.org/


Upcoming Webinars

SSF Webinar Schedule

Register at: www.ssfonline.org

More SSF Webinars Coming Up:

Solar Water Heating - Is it for You – June 28th

Leadership in Community Resilience – July 13th

Join SSF to receive updates and registration info on upcoming programs!

http://www.ssfonline.org


Thank you for attending! A recording of this
webinar and the slide presentation will be available
soon in the SSF Archives at www.ssfonline.org.

(and please take the brief exit survey)

http://www.ssfonline.org

